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February 25, 2022 

 

 

Waupaca County Criminal Defense Attorneys 

BY EMAIL 

 

 In re: State’s obligation under Brady/Giglio 

 

Dear Attorneys: 

 

You are receiving this letter because you represent a defendant who has been charged with a crime in 

Waupaca County after an investigation by the Waupaca County Sheriff’s Office. Based upon the State’s 

obligation to disclose potentially exculpatory evidence as set forth in Brady v. Maryland, 373 US. 83 

(1963), and Giglio v. Maryland, 405 U.S. 150 (1972), I am hereby advising you that the State is aware of 

and in possession of certain evidence which indicates that Waupaca County Sheriff Captain Julie Thobaben 

altered a report authored by a deputy which resulted in the removal of exculpatory information. Captain 

Thobaben testified to her actions this week. Furthermore, Sheriff Tim Wilz testified on Monday, February 

22, 2022 that this practice is done “regularly” at the Sheriff’s department. It was also disclosed that evidence 

of any changes were not preserved. We have no idea if the reports in the case you are defending were 

changed or altered in any way. There is only one case where we are certain a report was changed, but the 

sworn testimony that this happens regularly is very concerning.  

 

Under normal circumstances you would receive notification of a Brady violation, only when an affected 

officer was subpoenaed to testify. The attorneys at the Waupaca County District Attorney office believe  

under this circumstance, the spirit of Brady/Giglio makes it incumbent upon us to notify you of this 

irregularity. Additionally we have received information that reports to my office of these irregularities are 

discouraged. 

 

We pride ourselves on upholding an extremely high ethical standard in our charging decisions and 

prosecution of criminal cases. The loss of someone’s liberty is a tremendous responsibility that we do not 

take lightly. The Courts have been notified of this information. We want to make sure you are aware so that 

you can have an appropriate discussion with your client prior to and during the determination whether to 

proceed to a plea and/or sentencing. 

 Very truly yours, 

 

Electronically signed: 

Veronica Isherwood 
 

Veronica Isherwood 

District Attorney 

 


